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Ho.  410  March  5,  1940. 

QiUALITY  IH  Llim 

It  isnH  alv/a^rs  easjr  to  judge  linen  on  the  counter.    Weighing  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  linen  against  those  of  the  other  fabrics  for  v;arm 
weather  wear  -  cotton  and  rayon,  is  onlv  part  of  the  shopper* s  task,  for  the 
great  differences  in  grades  of  linen  have  to  he  considered,  too. 

Length  of  fiher  directly  affects  the  quality  of  linen  fabrics.    The  long 
fibers,  called  "line,"  are  used  for  table  and  dress  linens.     The  short,  broken 
ones  or  "tow"  are  used  for  coarser  fabrics  like  tovreling,  crashes,  and  novelty 
luncheon  cloths.    So  the  label  "all  p->jj*e  linen"  does  not  tell  the  whole  story. 
It  is  necessarj'  to  know  whether  the  linen  is  line  or  tow. 

Some  of  the  coarse,  irreg-ularly  v/oven  linen  materials  are  made  from  grass 
linen,  or  "ramie,"  wiiich  is  a  related  fiber  with  many  of  the  same  properties  as 
linen.    You  may  see  table  doilios  and  ronnors  and  embroidered  scarfs  of  ramie. 

The  natural  color  of  linen  is  gray.     Linen  is  sold  in  different  degrees  of 
bleach.    The  more  the  cloth  is  bleached  the  more  it  is  v/eakened.  Half-bleached 
or  three-quarter-bleached  linen  v/ill  gradually  whiten  d'oxing  use  and  is  stronger 
than  fully  bleached  linen. 

Most  of  the  coarser  or  loosels?"  woven  linens  are  sized  to  give  them  the 
stiffness  that  is  characteristic  of  the  better  linens.    After  the  sizing  or  glaze 
is  washed  out,  the  cloth  becomes  sleazy,  porous,  and  limp.     So  in  buying  linen 
dish  tov/els  and  similar  articles,  hold  them  ui)  to  the  light  to  sec  whether  the 
individual  yarns  stand  out  or  whether  the  fabric  appears  to  bo  glazed  over. 
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Most  linen  garments  have  to  "be  pressed  after  each  v/earing,  "but  this  od- 
jection  has  oeen  overcome  to  a  certain  extent  hv  special  vn?  inkle-re sis  ting  fin- 
ishes on  some  of  the  linens  yo'^  see. 

It  is  difficult  to  dist ingj-ish  "beti/een  linens  and  cottons  "by  the  o-arning 
test.    Both  burn  in  r.ra.ch  the  same  v/ay,    3iit  sometimes  the  "brcair  test  v;ill  shov; 
the  difference.     'Vhen  a  cotton  yarn  is  raveled  out  and  "broken  the  end  v;ill  "be 
"brushy;  an  untreated,  all-linen  yarn  "breaks  v/ith  a  pointed  end.    Linen  yarns 
that  have  had  a  special  finish  may  have  a  fluffy  oreak  lilce  a  v/ool  yarn. 
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